
The Efficient, Economical, Environmentally Responsible Choice. 

 

 

PEAT SORB
TM 

IS A LIGHTWEIGHT NON-BIODEGRADABLE NATURAL ORGANIC ABSORBENT MADE FROM  

100% CANADIAN SPHAGNUM PEAT MOSS, EXCLUSIVELY MANUFACTURED BY PEAT SORB 2011 INC.  

PEAT SORB
TM ABSORBS CLEANLY AND COMPLETELY ON CONTACT. ISO 14001 REGISTERED MANUFACTURER. 

PEAT SORB
TM OFFERS NUMEROUS BENEFITS: 

SAVES TIME 

· Clean ups are exceptionally quick and easy.
· Absorbs hydrocarbons instantly on land and on

water:
· Leaves no messy residue to clean up.
· Can be used as a boom to contain spills and

prevent seepage.
· Suitable for manual or mechanical cleanup.

REDUCE STORAGE AND DISPOSAL COSTS 

· Super absorbent so you use less - there is less to
store and less to dispose.

· 1 lb. (.45 kg) of loose Peat SorbTM absorbs
approximately 1 US gallon (4 litres) of oil.

MINIMIZE ENVIRONMENTAL HAZARDS 

· Peat SorbTM is an all-natural product.
· Peat SorbTM is completely non-toxic in an unused

state. Use recommended safety procedures for
liquids being absorbed.

· Powerful wicking action prevents the spread of
hazardous liquids.

· Peat SorbTM can be used to solidify liquid wastes
for safe transport of hazardous material, including
PCBs, and as a fill-in around or over pack drums
to prevent any serious leaks or environmental
damage.

ENJOY SAFER, CLEANER WORKING CONDITIONS 

· Peat SorbTM is an effective product in the suppres-
sion of volatile organic compounds (VOCs).

· Can be used as a barrier to absorb and contain
leaks around machinery.

· Peat SorbTM loose product can be used as a
sweeping compound to remove traces of oil on
asphalt and concrete surfaces.

· Non-abrasive and will not damage machinery.

PEAT SORB
TM 

MAKES IT EASY! 

Instructions for using Peat SorbTM on land or water 
are printed on our bags.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LOOSE PRODUCT ON LAND: 

Spread the Peat SorbTM upwind on the spill until all 
the oil is absorbed. 
Pour onto the spill from a height of six inches (15cm) 
to avoid dispersion of absorbent. 
Sweep up the oil-saturated Peat SorbTM using a stiff 
broom, and place in a suitable container.

ON WATER: 

Spread manually or mechanically from upwind side of 
spill. Use screened forks, pool skimmers, skimmer 
shovels or suction devices to remove oil-saturated 
Peat SorbTM. On flowing water; spread Peat SorbTM 
upstream of a boom to absorb trapped oil.

RECOMMENDED DISPOSAL 

Peat SorbTM can be incinerated or disposed of in land-
fills. Dispose according to regulations in force at the 
spill location. Contact local authorities for advice and 
instructions. Save energy by using your used Peat 
SorbTM as a source of fuel for burning! It will contrib-
ute about 15,500 btu’s per lb. & it will assist in the 
incineration of absorbed oils.

KEEPING THE BLUE PLANET GREEN. 
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On land Peat SorbTM in its granular form is spread on the spill manu-
ally or mechanically using a blower until all of the oil is absorbed. 
On small spills it should be spread from a height of about 6 inches 
to prevent excessive dispersion of the product. On larger spills dis-
persion may be more desirable. In windy conditions Peat SorbTM 

should be spread from the upwind side of the spill. The saturated 
Peat SorbTM can be swept up with a stiff broom and placed in a suit-
able container. On hard surfaces such as asphalt and concrete it 
can be used as a sweeping compound to remove traces of oil. 

When it is fully saturated Peat SorbTM becomes very dark in colour, 
resembling coffee grounds or used tea leaves. When it turns this 
colour, dispose of the Peat SorbTM as recommended by your local 
regulations. 

Following an explosion at an oil storage tank farm in Texas that resulted in two deaths and the dispersion of 
oil over a wide area, spill response teams used Peat SorbTM for the cleanup operation. The loose Peat SorbTM 

was spread manually over the oil soaked fields and the tilled into the ground mechanically. The Peat SorbTM 
was simply left in place to absorb the oil from the earth. Within a matter of a few weeks grass was again 
growing over the whole site and there was no evidence of contamination caused by the explosion. Similar re-
sults have been achieved using Peat SorbTM to clean up spills in marsh areas. After a short period of time 
there is strong re-growth of damaged plant life with no evidence of contamination.

On water Peat SorbTM is spread from the upwind side of the spill manually or mechanically using a blower. 
The Peat SorbTM will float until it comes into contact with oil, which it will soak up and hold. The Peat SorbTM, 
with the oil safely retained within it, can be left in place or removed from the water. Screened forks, pool skim-
mers, skimmer shovels or suction devices can be used to remove the oil-saturated Peat SorbTM from the wa-
ter. 

Peat SorbTM can be used to fill in the spaces around "overpack" drums as a further safety precaution. On re-
movable lid hydrocarbon drums Peat SorbTM can be mixed with the liquids inside until the contents are solidi-
fied for easier handling, transportation and disposal.

Other Peat SorbTM product forms can be used in situations where loose Peat SorbTM is not appropriate or 
where it would be difficult to clean up. Peat Sorb can be used under drips or placed in pools, sumps, bilges or 
storage tanks where ease of extraction is a factor. 

The conversion chart gives some indication of the amount of Peat SorbTM that would be required in a given 

situation. AS A RULE OF THUMB ONE POUND OF PEAT SORB
TM WHETHER LOOSE OR IN A SOLID FORM, 

WILL CLEAN UP APPROXIMATELY ONE GALLON LIQUID. 

The disposal of used Peat SorbTM depends upon the contaminate absorbed and local laws and regulations. 
Since Peat Sorb

TM
 is non-leaching it can be disposed of in landfill sites in many jurisdictions depending upon 

the substance absorbed. In November 1992 the United States EPA ruled that disposal in hazardous waste 
landfills of liquids contained in biodegradable sorbents would be prohibited. The purpose of this ruling is to 
prevent the leaching of hazardous wastes from landfill sites. Non-leaching and non-biodegradable Peat 
SorbTM  meets these requirements. The liquid retained within the humic mass will degrade, but the humic 

material will not degrade further. When forced air incineration can be used as a disposal method Peat SorbTM 
(will save on disposal costs).

On its own Peat SorbTM will deliver 9000 BTU's per pound. With a hydrocarbon present this energy source 

delivers up to 15,000 BTU's per pound. INCINERATION PRODUCES VERY LITTLE ASH OR RESIDUE FOR DIS-

POSAL. 

PEAT SORBTM PRODUCT LINE & USE 

PEAT SORBTM IS TRULY GREEN, IT IS FARMED IN THE PLACE IT GROWS. 
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Unlike the INORGANICS it will not allow the hydrocarbons absorbed to leach out and do further damage to the 

environment. It is lightweight and easy to transport, store and use Peat SorbTM products offer cost savings for 
storage and transportation as well as a reduction in lost time due to injuries to labour involved in the lifting of 
heavy bags of inorganic sorbents. In addition, Peat SorbTM is non-toxic and non-carcinogenic; it is not hazard-
ous to health. 

Peat SorbTM has a higher absorption capacity than all other ORGANIC sorbents except wool. Unlike wool and 

corncobs it does not attract insects or rodents and it is far more plentiful. Peat SorbTM is non-leaching, a claim 
that cannot be made for cork or recycled paper products. It will not degrade further in a landfill site, but will al-
low, and even encourages, degradation of the absorbed hydrocarbon.

Although Peat SorbTM is similar to the other modified peat products commercially available, the drying and de-

dusting processes to which it is subjected results in a more absorbent, dust reduced product. Notwithstanding 
the de-dusting process Peat Sorb

TM
 is not as clean as the synthetics. The slight amount of dust however, is not 

as great a problem as run-off from the synthetics after use; they can be extremely messy to pick up and dis-

pose of. The SYNTHETICS sorbents will allow leaching; PEAT SORB
TM IS NON LEACHING.

PEAT SORB PRODUCTS ARE SIMPLY MORE EFFECTIVE THAN COMPETING PRODUCTS. 

As compared to the competing products, the Peat SorbTM product line is relatively clean after use, lightweight, 
easy to handle and apply and is a highly effective absorbent line. In addition Peat SorbTM is easily and legally 
disposed of. 

 PEAT SORB SUPER SACKS ABSORB 5000 LITRES! PEAT SORB IS CO$T EFFECTIVE AND GREEN

PEAT SORBTM HAS SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGES OVER EACH OF THE OTHER TYPES OF SORBENTS. 
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There are about 190 sorbent products available worldwide, these can be categorized into three types ac-

cording to the material from which they are made: INORGANIC, NATURAL ORGANIC, SYNTHETIC OR POL-

YMERIC.  

INORGANICS 

The most readily available inorganic sorbents are clay and diatomaceous earth products There is a large 
existing market for sorbents that is served principally by suppliers of clay granules, diatomaceous earth 
and fullers earth. Sand, which is used in limited circumstances, also falls into the inorganic category. At this 
point in time, however, clay sets the industry standard for sorbents and accounts for the largest share of 
the sorbent market. From an environmental perspective this standard is unacceptably low.

In comparison with Peat SorbTM there are some major draw backs to clay and related inorganic products. 
After use clay and sand will allow the oil to leach out and contaminate surrounding land and groundwater. 
The inorganic sorbents do not contribute to the biodegradation of the sorbed contaminant. Peat SorbTM 
does not leach. Once a hydrocarbon product is drawn into the Peat SorbTM it will remain there and degrade 
naturally without doing further damage to the environment.

Clay and sand come in large, heavy, hard to carry bags. One bag of Peat SorbTM carried manually by one 
person will do the same job as a pallet load of clay carried on a fork lift truck!  Sand is inexpensive and 
readily available, but, like clay, is heavy and has a very high disposal cost associated with its transporta-
tion. 

Generally a second application of inorganic sorbents is required to clean up the oil residue, thereby in-
creasing the amount of time and sorbent required for a complete clean up. The associated transportation 
and disposal costs are similarly increased. 

IN SOME JURISDICTIONS INORGANIC SORBENTS SUCH AS CLAY HAVE BEEN RESTRICTED 

BECAUSE OF HEALTH CONCERNS.

There are major health concerns associated with clay sorbents. Attapulgite clay, commonly used as an ad-
sorbent, contains crystalline silica. Inhalation causes irritation of the respiratory tract and may cause pro-
gressive pulmonary fibrosis (silicosis). Tests by the International Agency for Research on Cancer have 
found evidence that crystalline silica is carcinogenic to experimental animals, but, although suspected, 
there is as yet no firm evidence of carcinogenicity to humans. Notwithstanding this lack of evidence the 
American states of California, New Jersey and Texas have restricted the use of clay sorbents and other 
states are considering similar legislation.

In a comprehensive laboratory study of sorbents carried out on behalf of the Emergencies Engineering Di-
vision Environment Canada (The Canadian equivalent of the United States' EPA) dehydrated peat out per-
formed clay by a wide margin. (Source: Environment Canada, Selection Criteria and Laboratory Evaluation 
of Oil spill Sorbents; Update IV, June 1991) The table above shows the initial hydrocarbon capacity of clay 
and dehydrated loose peat when tested on six different liquids. The tests compared the weight of the hy-
drocarbon adsorbed by one gram of each type of sorbent. “Peat Sorb" clearly has superior absorption ca-
pacity.

NATURAL ORGANICS 

The most common natural organic sorbents readily available today are wood chips, sawdust, cork, dried 
corn, wool, recycled newspaper and telephone books and modified or processed peat. Of these natural 
organic products only wool has a greater sorbent capacity than peat. It is also reusable after it has been 
put through a wringer. Since it is imported from New Zealand wool is the least available of the commercial-
ly available sorbents. The other drawback to wool as a sorbent is its inability to meet stringent storage re-
quirements; it is known to attract insects and rodents.

WHY PEAT SORB IS A BETTER CHOICE 
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Wood chips and sawdust are adsorbents; their sorbent capacity is dependent upon surface tension. For this 
reason sawdust, with its greater surface capacity, is the better of the two. In the laboratory tests carried out by 
Environment Canada sawdust exhibited an initial sorbent capacity almost as high as peat on all six test liq-
uids. It also had a reasonably fast reaction time. Like sand and clay however, sawdust is bulky and has a high 
cost associated with transportation and disposal. Since it is an adsorbent it also will allow the product ad-
sorbed to leach out and cause further contamination. 

Heat-treated granulated cork is sold as a sorbent for hydrocarbons and solvents. It is sold in loose form and 
as pads and socks. Depending upon the viscosity of the oil it will pick up about 8 times its own weight in oil, 
as compared to about 12 times for peat products generally. Cork has a slow to immediate reaction time de-
pending again on the viscosity of the hydrocarbon product to be cleaned up. This product is non-toxic and can 
be incinerated. It is biodegradable however, and therefore may not be acceptable for landfill disposal in some 
jurisdictions.

Absorbents made from recycled paper are available in some jurisdictions that have advanced public recycling 
programs. They are about three times more absorbent than clay, but falls short of peat's absorbent capacity. 
A major drawback to recycled paper absorbents is that they also absorb water on contact and are therefore of 
no use in cleaning up spills on water or wet surfaces. In addition they will allow the substance absorbed to 
leach out and therefore cannot be sent to landfill, disposal must be by incineration. Dried corncobs (maize) 
are sold as an absorbent in some parts of North America Test results suggest that they are not much more 
effective as a sorbent than clay. Like paper products they also absorb water. Their reaction to oil is slow and 
incomplete, auxiliary clean up may be necessary. Their acceptability for landfill is partially restricted. Some 
users have reported that corncobs, like wool, attract insects and rodents. 

There are a number of modified peat products available on the market. Four of these, including Peat SorbTM, 
are Canadian peat products. In addition there is one small producer Finland Canadian products have been 
extensively tested for compliance with US regulations and peat has been tested by Environment Canada's 
Emergencies Engineering Division with respect to its effectiveness on water borne oil spills. All of the test re-
sults indicate that peat products are superior absorbents that pose no problems with respect to disposal.

SYNTHETICS OR POLYMERIC 

Synthetic or polymeric sorbents are generally sold as pads or mats or in a granular or particulate form. The 
most common synthetic sorbents are made from polypropylene, which may be stitch bonded or melt-blown. 
Polyurethane either granulated or in the familiar "sponge" state, is also available as a sorbent. Flash-spun 
polyethylene with polymer fillers is heavily marketed in the United States. 

The synthetic sorbents have a very high initial capacity for hydrocarbons Their reaction time is immediate to 
fast They do not absorb large amounts of water Manual labour is required to apply this type of sorbent, they 
do not lend themselves to mechanical applications, such as blowers. For this reason the synthetic sorbents 
are most effective in small spill situations. 

The synthetic sorbents work on the basis of exterior surface tension; they do not retain the hydrocarbon. 
There is a tendency, when synthetic pads are physically lifted from the -spill area, for oil to run off or drip from 
them. Anecdotal evidence suggests that synthetic pad is messy to physically handle after it becomes saturat-
ed with oil. One advantage of this quality is that it does allow for some recovery of waste oil. Most producers 
also sell wringers to recover oil from their products. 

The polypropylene and polyethylene products do meet the United States' EPA requirements as to non-

biodegradability, but this does not necessarily mean that they are non-leaching. The synthetic sorbents may 
be incinerated, but they may not always be acceptable for landfill disposal. 

Synthetic sorbents are useful in specific, limited situations, but they are not as versatile, generally effective or 
universally disposable as Peat SorbTM.

PEAT IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE, READILY AVAILABLE, NON-LEACHING, NATURAL 

ORGANIC SORBENT 
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THE PROBLEM: 

The US Coast Guard has estimated that less oil is spilled in tanker accidents like the Exxon Val-
dez or Braer incidents than seeps into coastal waters and groundwater from land spills every year. 
Some estimates range as high as 200 million gallons annually on US soil and water alone and 
probably an equivalent amount in Western Europe. 

THE RESULTS: 

One pint of oil can create a one acre slick on water. A quart the of motor oil will foul the taste of 
one quarter million gallons of drinking water. Degradation of oil requires oxygen, reducing the 
amount available to aquatic any life. On land spilled oil destroys plant life. 

THE SOLUTION: 

ACCIDENTAL SPILLS WILL HAPPEN. Fast effective spill response procedures are a part of the so-

lution to this problem. Peat SorbTM products are key parts in any response plans. They are easy to 
use, effective and disposable. 

THE MOST ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY AND RESPONSIBLE SORBENT PRODUCTS 

AVAILABLE TODAY. PEAT SORB SOLVES SPILL PROBLEMS. 

Peat Sorb Products are available in many forms to meet your specific needs. 

RESPECT THE ENVIRONMENT USE PEAT SORB 



THE OIL STORY

Crude oil is a green product... 

...There is only one problem in that it takes time for it to self-destruct and during that 
time animals and vegetation will ingest the toxins and perish. 

Refineries turn crude into a totally non-green product by pasteurizing the crude 
(killing the microbes that will eat up the oil) and create many different sterile hydro-
carbon products.

When refined hydrocarbons are poured on the ground or disposed of in an improper 
fashion the oil coats the soil and renders the microbes attached to that soil useless. 
The oil continues to migrate as it travels with ground water, eventually gets below 
the oxygen level in the soil. At this level no break down will occur and the oil contin-
ues its journey to the water table.

Crude Oil is returned to a Green Product when combined with Peat Sorb. The earth 
giving back to the earth. Peat Sorb captures oil, (any hydrocarbon), introduces oxy-
gen to the mix, and when mixed with healthy soil it creates an environment where 
the microbes in the soil can migrate into the Peat SorbTM and have the time and the 
right environment to break the oil down. Some of the by-products of the break-
downs are fertilizer and vegetation is the benefactor.     

A TRULY GREEN SOLUTION. 

Peat SorbTM Absorbs on Contact on Land or in Water.
CALL US OR OUR INTERNATIONAL MARKETING AGENTS.

PEATSORB :  The Environmentalists Choice




